Opening Leads Against No Trumps
I read with interest Rakesh's article "Errors in Defence – Giving Gifts". I agree 100% with
everything in the article. One of the points Rakesh made was that it is seldom a good idea to
lead an unsupported ace.

Bathurst
As we all know, there is an exception to every rule. Take this hand from the 2015 Bathurst
Teams congress. Our opponents were very strong.
I was sitting north and did not cover myself in glory. After west opened 3♣, I
chose to pass. Maybe this wasn’t a good idea because now east bid 3♦, west
bid 3NT and that ended the auction. I was on lead.

Clearly east-west had lost of tricks in the minors and west has almost certainly got the club
king. It looks like a major suit lead is required to have any chance to beat the contract. But,
which major?
I made the conventional lead of the ten of hearts as the top of an internal sequence. East
disdained the heart finesse and gleefully helped himself to ten tricks.

Looking at the hand record after the event, it
is obvious that a spade lead is required.
Things are so much easier when you can see
all four hands!
If I had given the lead a little more thought, I
could have led the ace of spades. If my
partner now gives me an encouraging signal, I
could then continue spades. If partner
discourages, there is still time to try hearts.

Had I led the ace of spades, we would have taken the first nine tricks. +500 would be some
small consolation for missing our major suit game and much, much better than the -630 we
had to write on our scoresheet.

Brisbane Waters
We had another unfortunate 3NT experience in the Brisbane Waters teams, also in 2015.
Once again, I was sitting north and once again, I came up with the wrong
decision. This time, west opened 1♣ and I chose to overcall 2. This was
passed back to west who now bid 3NT. A strange bid indeed.

I duly led the fourth highest of my longest and strongest. West took his K and the next
eight tricks to make his contract.
What should I have done this time? The answer is
"think!"
West didn't make a strong opening, yet he can now
bid 3NT. He must have a long club suit and is
anticipating a spade lead to give him his nine tricks.
So, the answer must be to lead anything except a
spade.
At least, I was not the only player to get this wrong.
Five wests played in 3NT and they all made their
contract.
This time, we scored -600 when it could have been +100. Another 12 imps gone.
After this, Kate and I discussed speculative 3NT bids and decided that often an
unconventional lead will be required to beat the contract.

Sydney
In the 2018 Spring Nationals, I finally got one right. Again, I was north and this was the hand.
After two passes, west bid 3NT. I asked east the meaning. Eventually, I
learned that it was a "gambling" 3NT likely to have a long minor suit. East
was unwilling or unable to tell me anything more. East passed and I was on
lead.
Clearly, the long suit was diamonds. After my trials and tribulations in 2015, I decided to
start with the ♣A. I hit the jackpot.

Partner encouraged and we helped ourselves to
the first eight tricks.
How good was that!

Of course, a more conventional lead of ♣6 works
too but that just spoils my story!

